
Masters "Risk management in the Global South" of the Institute of 
Political Studies

Presentation

Attention! Please note that a modification will take effect at the 
beginning of the 2019 academic year : This course will be merged 
with the Risks and development in the Global South.

--

The notion of risk is nowadays at the heart of the decision-making 
process of both political and economic actors. Developed modern 
societies are said to be "risk societies". Developing countries, and in 
particular emerging countries, whose dynamics of economic, political, 
social, environmental, and technological change are rapid and difficult 
to predict, have also become a major source of risk for the world 
economy as a whole and international relations. Thus, risk management 
has become a central aspect of political (public policies) and private 
(companies, NGOs, etc.) governance. The methods of analysis require 
the implementation of specific tools and processes. They combine both 
quantitative and qualitative analysis tools and require skills in political 
science, economics, social sciences, project engineering, management, 
etc. applied both at the regional or national level and at a more micro 
level, i.e. the project.

Objectives

1. to train students to become professional executives working in 
the countries of the Global South in different types of organization 
(NGOs, companies, consultancy firms, cooperation and development aid 
institutions, etc.);

2. to provide students who intend to pursue careers in this field with 
solid training in multidisciplinary and comparative skills and develop 
their ability to apply those skills in different locations  (Africa, Asia, 
Latin America, the Arab world, the Middle East). Familiarize them with 
issues associated with North-South relations and solidarity (sustainable 
development, public-private cooperation, corporate social responsibility, 
etc.);

3. to provide professionals with specialized training that will enable them 
to meet the various demands related to the geographical mobility of 
activities and job versatility, as there are more and more bridges between 
the different occupations;

4. to train students to become risk managers capable of setting 
up projects and assessing the context and risks associated with a 
cooperation, development or economic investment project in a country 
of the South.

In brief

Type of education
* Initial education
* Continuing education

Kind of education : Second cycle | 
masters degree

Internship : Obligatory (4 months 
minimum)

Contacts

Responsible(s)

Aït-Aoudia Myriam

m.ait.aoudia@sciencespobordeaux.fr

Caron Karine

k.caron@sciencespobordeaux.fr
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Masters "Risk management in the Global 
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Skills

The primary focus of this Master's program is Country and Project 
Risk analysis and methodology. The Risk management in the 
Global South Master's program, therefore, encompasses a process of 
professionalization (conducted in groups of 8-10 students) which takes 
place over the course of the year (January-January) and involves a 
"real" risk assessment, for sponsors in the sectors of public cooperation 
(international, national or local), NGOs and the commercial private sector 
(companies, banks). Using a multidisciplinary analytical framework, the 
method makes it possible to study the risks associated with a developing 
country. The projects include development actions (sponsored by an 
NGO, an Embassy, an international organization, the UN, etc.), a project 
for creating a business or an export project (extension of a wind farm 
in Ethiopia, structuring of an agricultural value chain in the Ivory Coast, 
construction, for Gaz de France, of a gas pipeline in Central Asia, 
creation of a car manufacturing plant and/or export business for an 
automobile company).

In this perspective, the classes are conducted by a multidisciplinary 
team of teachers (politicians, lawyers, economists, anthropologists, 
geographers, financiers...), by researchers from several research 
laboratories in (LAM, CED, GREThA, COMPTRASEC, BSA...), as well 
as by professionals (NGOs, AFD, Ministries, EU, UNDP, Enterprises, 
Consultants...). The GRPS course is a professionalizing course that aims 
to develop in students knowledge and experience directly applicable 
on the ground (project and risk analysis methodology, multidisciplinary 
approach, case study seminars, group work...).
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Training content

Attention! Please note that a modification will take effect at the beginning of the 2019 academic year : This course will be 
merged with the Risks and development in the Global South.

Fourth year program: see Master’s course Risks and development in the Global South

This information is for guidance purposes.

Organization

-Fifth year Risk management in the Global South

Access conditions

Sciences Po Bordeaux Diploma  : First year 

Find out more about the requirements for admission to fourth year
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Fifth year Risk management in the Global South

Organization

Transverse skills

Method conferences (10.0 credits ECTS) (Mandatory)

Sociology of economic policies
Economics
English
LVB

Languages (Choice:  1 Max number of courses to choose  8)

LVB – German
LVB – Arabic
LVB – Chinese
LVB – Spanish
LVB – French as a foreign language
LVB – Italian
LVB – Portuguese
LVB – Russian

Examinations (6.0 credits ECTS) (Mandatory)

Final Oral Examination – English
Final Oral Examination – LVB

Consolidation of disciplinary knowledge

Certificate 1 - choice between

Certificate 1a : Social economics  (Mandatory)

Corporate Social and Environmental Responsibility
Alternative Finance
Social economics and case study

Certificate 1b : Crisis management (Mandatory)

Emergency and conflicts
Natural disasters management
Intervention in crisis situations

Certificate 2 - choice between

Certificate 2a : Agricultural risks and food security (Mandatory)

Analysis of agricultural sectors
Agricultural policies and food security
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Masters "Risk management in the Global 
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Agricultural and rural development projects

Certificate 2b : African cities (Mandatory)

Security, violence and public order in Africa
Digital technologies and the urban informal sector in Africa
New social-urban dynamics in African countries
Issues of urban environments
Urban issues in Africa and the Global South

Transition into the professional world

Workshops, simulations and tutored projects (Mandatory)

Development of a project-risk analysis system
Support to the production of project-risk analyses
Tutoring

Internship
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