
Sociology of vulnerability

Presentation

Vulnerability is an indicator of how modern societies function. It is 
also an indicator of the disappearance of community or work-related 
socialization. Vulnerability, which cannot be reduced to inequality, is less 
a state than a process arising from a potential to get hurt and conditioned 
by a more or less permanent, and more or less developed, capacity to 
(re)act. The purpose of this seminar is to study vulnerable groups and 
their treatment by public action. Focused on student participation, the 
seminar is based on readings and presentations that students will be 
expected to make in connection with their own research work.

Recommended Prerequisite(s)

A good command of the basic concepts of sociology; ability to identify 
sociological theories on inequality; an interest in sociological approaches 
to injustice.

In brief

Number of hours : 18.0
Teaching term : Six-monthly
Teaching activity : Seminar
Year : Fifth year
Validation : Continuous assessment

Contacts
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Formule pédagogique

This class requires students’ participation. The sessions are co-constructed with the teacher, based on the theme that each student 
will have chosen to work on and present to the class.

Additional information

Class delivered by Joël Zaffran.
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