
The sociology of science and innovation

Presentation

The objective of this class is to assess the relevance of the concept of 
"scientific field" (P. Bourdieu), particularly in the context of policies that 
have, since the 1970s, promoted closer relationships between science 
and the market.

The first two sessions of the seminar will be devoted to the reading of 
Bourdieu's texts on science. Session 3 will focus on two sociological 
models of the evolution in the relationship between science, industry, 
and the State (the "New Production of Knowledge" and "Triple Helix" 
models) and will show how they differ from T.Shinn’s theory of scientific 
production regimes. In sessions 4 and 5 we will address the two 
questions raised by the previous analyses: the degree of integration of 
this world and its relative autonomy in the face of increasing injunctions 
to science to serve economic growth and market needs. Session 6 will 
focus on how the concept of "neoliberal governmentality" (M. Foucault) 
has contributed to a better understanding of the previously discussed 
evolutions in science.

In brief

Number of hours : 18.0
Teaching activity : Seminar
Year : Fifth year
Validation : Continuous assessment
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Formule pédagogique

Each session of this seminar is structured around a corpus of texts which students must read before class in order to be able to 
exchange with the teacher on the issues raised. Assessment for this class will be based on a written report: students will write a 
synthesis of the exchanges that will have taken place during the sessions, based on the texts studied, the interventions of the teacher, 
and the questions and remarks formulated during the discussion phases. Oral participation in the debates will be taken into account 
in the assessment.

Additional information

Class delivered by Pascal Ragouet.
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