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Geographical area: The Middle East and the Arab World

Presentation

The focus of our reflection will be authoritarianism, power, and conflict,
which we will examine from a mostly geopolitical angle.

We will look at this area from different analytical angles, which will
enable students to gradually improve their understanding of the region:
the geopolitics of territories and borders (what defines the Arab world
and the Middle East? What consequences has the manufacturing
of borders had in terms of conflicts and of the difficulties of States
to be States for all citizens?), the geopolitics of scarcity (water,
land) and abundance (how does this ‘bottom-up’ geopolitics contribute
to the development of conflicts, authoritarianism but also to ‘power
projects’? ), the geopolitics of ethnolinguistic and religious diversity (to
what extent does ethnoreligious and linguistic diversity contribute to
conflict, authoritarianism and the instrumentalization of power? ), the
geopolitics of Arab mobilizations, the geopolitics of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict: the centrality of a question.

In brief

ECTS credits : 3.0

Number of hours : 18.0

Teaching term : Six-monthly
Teaching activity : Lecture course
Year : Fourth year

Validation : Final written examination
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