
Contemporary Politics, Elections and Electoral Geography in Central
Eastern Europe

Lecturer: 
Michal Pink, Ph.D.
Associate professor, Department of Political Science
Faculty of Social Studies, Masaryk University
Joštova 10, 602 00 Brno, Czech Republic
Email: pink@fss.muni.cz

COURSE OBJECTIVES: To analyze elections and electoral systems in selected countries
through lectures and discussion. The course is focused mainly on the Central and Eastern
European countries and includes the most recent developments as well as a discussion on the
specifics of electoral geography and elections in selected countries. Apart from country specific
information, each lecture also introduces at least one theoretical concept related to the topic,
such as phantom borders or second-order elections. 

COURSE MATERIALS: All assigned readings are available either online or will be provided
from the lecturer by email. 

EVALUATIONS: A written exam at the end of the course based on the literature and lectures,
home work for two weeks.  

1. National Elections in Czech Republic: A Homogeneous, but split Country
Reading: 

 Voda, Petr and Pink, Michal. Explanation of spatial differentiation of electoral results in
the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic. Communist and Post-Communist Studies,
Los Angeles: University of California. Elsevier Ltd., 2015, n. 4, pp. 301-316. ISSN
0967-067X. doi:10.1016/j.postcomstud.2015.09.002.

 Pink, Michal and Sax, Ondřej and Smolková, Andrea. Electoral Support for the Czech
Green Party in Relation to Post-Materialism, 2006–2013. CEPSR, Brno: IIPS, 2017,
vol. 19, n. 3-4, pp. 243-263. ISSN 1212-7817. doi:10.5817/CEPSR.2017.34.243.

2. Czech Presidential Elections: Phantom Borders in a Majoritarian system
Reading: 

 Hejtmánek, Jan and Pink, Michal. Basic Spatial Patterns of Electoral Support in the
2013 Czech Presidential Election. European Electoral Studies, Brno: 2015, vol. 9, n. 2,
pp. 84 - 99. ISSN 1801-6545. 

 Šimon, Martin. Measuring phantom borders: the case of Czech/Czechoslovakian
electoral geography. Erdkunde, 2015. Vol. 69 · No. 2 · 139 –150. 

3. National Elections in Slovakia: An Ethnical Cleavage in 21st Century 
Reading: 

mailto:pink@fss.muni.cz


 Voda, Petr and Pink, Michal. Explanation of spatial differentiation of electoral results in
the Czech Republic and Slovak Republic. Communist and Post-Communist Studies,
Los Angeles: University of California. Elsevier Ltd., 2015, n. 4, pp. 301-316. ISSN
0967-067X. doi:10.1016/j.postcomstud.2015.09.002.

4. Poland: A History of State Building and Today´s Electoral Layout 
Reading: 

 Zarycki, Tomasz. The Electoral Geography of Poland: Between stable spatial
strucutures and their changing interpretations. Erdkunde, 2015. Vol. 69 · No. 2 · 107 -
124. 

 Jańczak, Jarosław. Phantom Borders and Electoral Behavior in Poland historical
legacies, political culture and their influence on contemporary politics. Erdkunde, 2015.
Vol. 69 · No. 2 · 125 - 137. 

5. Romania and shadows of the past 
Reading:

 Henry Rammenlt. Shadows of the past: common effects of communism or different
pre-communist legacies? An analysis of discrepancies in social mobilization throughout
Romanian regions. Erdkunde, 2015. Vol. 69 · No. 2 · 151 – 160. 

6. East Europe and State creation – Ukraina in modern history 
Reading: 

 Dobysh, M., & Yatsenko, B. (2020). Borders, Constituency Politics, and “Our Man”
Voting in Electoral Geography of Ukraine. Belgeo, 2.
https://doi.org/10.4000/belgeo.38851

7. Electoral competition in Germany – not only heritage of the past
Reading: 

 Baars, Roger and Schlottmann, Antje. Spatial Multidimensionalities in the politics of
regions: Constituting the phantom regions of central Germany. Erdkunde, 2015. Vol. 69
· No. 2 · 175 – 186. 

 Wuhs, Stevens and McLaughlin, Eric. 2018. Explaining Germany´s Electoral 
Geography - Evidence from the Eastern States. German Politics and Society.
https://doi.org/10.3167/gps.2018.370101

8. Austria – Central Europe and modern trends  
Reading: 

 Bischof, Gunter and Plasser, Fritz. 2008. The changing Austrian Voter. Transaction
Publishers, New Brunswick. 

9. Contemporary Hungary 
Reading: 

https://doi.org/10.4000/belgeo.38851
https://doi.org/10.3167/gps.2018.370101


 Bertus, Zoltán and Kovács, Zoltán. 2022. The geography of electoral volatility in
Hungary: a core-periphery perspective. Hungarian Geographical Bulletin 71/(1) pp.
67. – 81. 

10. Regional Elections in CEE countries 
Reading: 

 Pink, M. Czech Republic: Regional Elections Without Regional Politics. In Schakel,
Arjan H. Regional and National Elections in Eastern Europe : Territoriality of the Vote
in Ten Countries. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. s. 83 - 104. Comparative
Territorial Politics. ISBN 978-1-137-51786-9. doi:10.1057/978-1-137-51787-6_4.

 Rybář, M. and Spáč, P. Slovakia : The Unbearable Lightness of Regionalization. In
Arjan H. Schakel. Regional and National Elections in Eastern Europe : Territoriality of
the Vote in Ten Countries. London: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. s. 239-259.
Comparative territorial politics. ISBN 978-1-137-51786-9.
doi:10.1057/978-1-137-51787-6_10.

11. Experience from Local Elections 
Reading: 

 Čmejrek, J. Citizens local political participation in the Czech Republic: rural-urban
comparison. Agric. Econ. – Czech, 53: 21-29.

 Final report - Municipal elections in Brno - exit poll survey 2022

12. Final test 
At the end of the course teacher prepare final test. Six open questions based on the literature
study materials and lectures 
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

Ce cours a pour objectif d’introduire la pensée de Jean-Jacques Rousseau en abordant les notions clés 

du Contrat social. Cette référence indispensable à la pensée politique, non seulement comme jalon 

historique, mais également et surtout parce qu’elle est toujours d’actualité, doit être maîtrisée par des 

étudiants de sciences politiques : trop souvent, le livre majeur de Rousseau est cité, que ce soit dans 

les dissertations d’étudiants ou dans le débat public sans qu’il ne soit lu ni compris. Raison pour 

laquelle il semble essentiel de réinscrire Rousseau dans la science politique de son temps, et de mettre 

en lumière la spécificité et l’originalité de son contrat social.  

Rousseau  
Le contrat social (édition indifférente) 
Le discours sur l’origine de l’inégalité parmi les hommes (édition indifférente) 
 
NB : ne pas hésiter à utiliser des éditions scolaires, elles sont souvent très bien faites.  
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Syllabus and evaluation method 

Leadership and oppositional discourses in populist online communication  

Prof. Valeria Reggi 

 

12 hours of teaching 

Lesson 1 (two hours) 

Defining “populism”: the elite, the people, and polarization 

Lesson 2 (two hours) 

Theoretical issues: the verbal and visual language of political communication 

Lesson 3 (two hours) 

Populist communication: emotions and identity  

Lesson 4 (two hours) 

Marine Le Pen, the Mother of the Country 

Lesson 5 (two hours) 

Giorgia Meloni: a woman, a mother, an Italian, a Christian 

Lesson 6 (two hours) 

A comparative approach to populist discourse across the globe 

 

Evaluation 

A paper of 4 pages maximum (15,000 characters) on a topic of the student’s 

choice from a selection of the topics developed during the course.  

 




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Session 1: Defining violence 
Introduction to the notion of violence and some of its main definitions (categorial / relational 

approaches; levels of analysis; how to study violence). 

Session 2: Violence and pacification 
The civilization process (Elias) and its critics. 

Session 3: Bureaucratic violence 
A short introduction to the works of Foucault and Collins. 

Session 4: Urban violence 
Gang, vigilante, and police violence in urban settings (Rodgers, Feltran, Fourchard, Auyero). 

Session 5: Terrorism and political violence (1) 
The purposes, typology and history of terrorist violence 

Session 6: Terrorism and political violence (2) 
A distinctive kind of violence? The causes and “newness” of terrorism and political violence since 9/11

Session 7: Countering violence 
Criminalizing, policing and cooperating against “violence” 

Session 8: The (il)legitimacy of violence 
Legal violence vs. revolutionary violence : does the end justify the means? 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781315679785
http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-94-007-4062-4


https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203828731.ch2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11406-006-9004-1
https://catalyst.library.jhu.edu/catalog/bib_1808513
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TURKEY IN THE MIDDLE EAST POLITICS 

Assoc. Prof. Müge Aknur                                                                                           
Dokuz Eylul University
Faculty of Business
Department of International Relations
E-mail: muge.aknur@deu.edu.tr

Course Description:
This course examines the Middle East politics in the framework of the region’s relations with
Turkey. Since the formation of the majority of the regional countries was a result the collapse of
the Ottoman Empire by the end of the First World War, Middle East politics starting with the rise
of Arab nationalism and state formation is connected with Turkish politics. The course starts with
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire and the establishment of new Middle Eastern countries
under the British and French mandate between two world wars. It then focuses on Turkish foreign
policy towards the independence movements and the formation of the Middle Eastern states.
Following an analysis of Turkish-Middle Eastern relations during the Cold War, the course will be
concluded with Turkish foreign policy towards the Middle East by taking Arab Spring and its
aftermath into consideration.

Grading:
Final Written Exam during the last Course Session

Reading Material:
 Beverley Milton-Edwards, Contemporary Politics in the Middle East, Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000.

 Monte Palmer, The Politics of the Middle East, Belmont, CA: Thomson, Wadsworth, 2007.

 William L. Cleveland & Martin Bunton, A History of the Modern Middle East, Fourth Edition, Boulder,
CO: Westview Press, 2009.

 David S. Sorenson, An Introduction to the Modern Middle East, Boulder, CO.: Westview Press, 2008, pp.
11-34.

 William Ochsenwald and Sydney Nettleton Fisher, The Middle East, A History, Boston: McGraw Hill,
2004, pp. 533-570.

 Sabri Sayarı,  “Turkey and the Middle East in the 1990s,” Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 26, No. 3,
(Spring, 1997), pp. 44-55

 Baskın Oran (ed.), Turkish Foreign Policy, 1919-2006: Facts and Analyses with Documents. Salt Lake
City: The University of Utah Press, 2010.

 Mustafa Sıtkı Bilgin, “Turkeyis Foreign Polcy ın the Mıiddle East in the 1950s andiıts Impact on
Turco-Arab Relations,” Gazi Akademik Bakış, Vol. 11 No21 (Winter 2107), pp. 245-259.

 Sabri Sayarı,  “Turkey and the Middle East in the 1990s,” Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol. 26, No. 3,
(Spring, 1997), pp. 44-55

 Ziya Öniş, “Turkey and the Arab Spring between Ethics and Self-Interest,” Insight Turkey, 14, 3 (2012):
45-63.

mailto:muge.aknur@deu.edu.tr


Written Exam
Eighth Session:

Middle East under AKP,” Turkish Studies 12,4 (2011): 569-587.
 Meliha B. Altunışık and Lenore Martin, “Making Sense of Turkish Foreign Policy in the  

  14, 3 (2012): 45-63.
 Ziya Öniş, “Turkey and the Arab Spring between Ethics and Self-Interest,” Insight Turkey,

Arab Spring and Turkish Foreign Policy towards the Middle East in the 2000s
Sixth and Seventh Sessions:

  26, No. 3, (Spring, 1997), pp. 44-55
 Sabri Sayari,  “Turkey and the Middle East in the 1990s,” Journal of Palestine Studies, Vol.

  on Turco-Arab Relations,” Gazi Akademik Bakış, Vol. 11 No21 (Winter 2017), pp. 245-259.
 Mustafa Sıtkı Bilgin, “Turkeyis Foreign Polcy ın the Mıiddle East in the 1950s andiıts Impact

  McGraw Hill, 2004, pp. 533-570.
 William  Ochsenwald  and  Sydney  Nettleton  Fisher, The  Middle  East,  A  History,  Boston:

  Press, 2008, pp. 11-34.
 David  S.  Sorenson, An  Introduction  to  the  Modern  Middle  East,  Boulder,  CO.:  Westview

Middle East Politics during the Cold War and Turkish Foreign Policy towards the Middle East
Fourth and Fifth Sessions:

  pp.  221-260.
 Monte Palmer, The Politics of the Middle East, Belmont, CA: Thomson, Wadsworth, 2007,

  Edition, Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 2009, Chapters: 10, 11, 12, pp. 171-237.
 William  L.  Cleveland  &  Martin  Bunton, A  History  of  the  Modern  Middle  East,  Fourth

Turkish Foreign Policy towards the formation of Middle Eastern states – Arab Israeli Conflicts
Second and Third Sessions:

  pp. 144-174,
 Monte Palmer, The Politics of the Middle East, Belmont, CA: Thomson, Wadsworth, 2007,

  Press, 2000, Chapter 1: Colonial Rule, pp. 19-78.
 Beverley  Milton-Edwards, Contemporary  Politics  in  the  Middle  East,  Cambridge:  Polity

Collapse of Ottoman Empire, World War I and II— Rise of Arab Nationalism
First Session:

Course Outline:
  under AKP,” Turkish Studies 12,4 (2011): 569-587.

 Meliha B. Altunışık and Lenore Martin, “Making Sense of Turkish Foreign Policy in the Middle East
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

This 12-hour lecture aims to analyse the issues linked to digital transformations 
affecting the legal system and legal and jurisdictional activities. 
New technologies and the law are interrelated in many ways, affecting a wide range of 
areas: justice, democracy, fundamental rights and freedoms, etc. 
 

The six topics of the course are listed below: 
 

• Lesson 1: Legal issues of artificial intelligence: principles and legal framework 
(part 1) 

• Lesson 2:  Legal issues of artificial intelligence: principles and legal framework 
(part 2) 

• Lesson 3: The evolution of privacy and data protection in the digital age 

• Lesson 4: Freedom of expression in the digital age: fake news, deep fake, social 
media moderation 

• Lesson 5: Government use of surveillance: history, security laws, data mining, 
facial recognition, drones (part 1) 

• Lesson 6: Government use of surveillance: history, security laws, data mining, 
facial recognition, drones (part 2) 

• Lesson 7: Digital democracy: electronic voting, citizens' assemblies and online 
democratic participation  

• Lesson 8: Open data and justice: improving access and processing decisions, 
anonymisation, the development of legal tech 

mailto:marta.aurino@u-bordeaux.fr


Lesson 1 & 2  
 

• G. De Minico, Towards an “Algorithm constitutional by design”, BioLaw Journal, 
2021, https://teseo.unitn.it/biolaw/article/view/1609 

• P. Nemitz, Constitutional democracy and technology in the age of artificial 
intelligence, Philosophical Transactions, 2019 

• Conseil de l’Europe, A legal framework for AI systems,2021, 
https://edoc.coe.int/fr/intelligence-artificielle/9648-a-legal-framework-for-ai-
systems.html 

 

Lesson 3 

• D. Flaherty, On the Utility of Constitutional Rights to Privacy and Data 
Protection, Case Western Reserve Law Review, 1991, Vol. 41, No. 3, p. 831-
855. 

• J.. Whitman, The Two Western Cultures of Privacy: Dignity Versus Liberty, The 
Yale Law Journal, 2004, p. 1151-1221. 

• J. Kokott and C. Sobotta, The distinction between privacy and data 
protection in the jurisprudence of the CJEU and the ECtHR, International Data 
Privacy Law, 2013, Vol. 3, No. 4, p. 222-228. 

 

Lesson 4 
 

• R. Griffin, Social Media and Content Moderation in time of Covid-19, Chair 
Digital, governance and sovereignty, 2020, 
https://www.sciencespo.fr/public/chaire-numerique/en/2020/07/09/social-
media-and-content-moderation-in-times-of-covid-19/ 

• G. Holubowicz, Les deepfakes, une arme d’illusion massive ?, La revue des 
médias, 2020, 
https://larevuedesmedias.ina.fr/les-deepfakes-sont-ils-une-arme-dillusion-
massive 

W. Benedek and M. Kettemann, Freedom of expression and the internet, 
Council of Europe Publishing, 2013, https://rm.coe.int/prems-167417-gbr-1201-
freedom-of-expression-on-internet-web-16x24/1680984eae 

 

Lesson 5&6 
 

• O. Aïm, Chapitre 8 : la naissance de la nouvelle surveillance, in Les théories de 
la surveillance, 2020, https://www.cairn.info/les-theories-de-la-surveillance--
9782200623494-page-161.htm 

• V. Srivastava and I. Daair, Being Watched: How surveillance amplifies racist 
policing and threatens the right to protest - Don’t Call Me Resilient, 2021, 
https://theconversation.com/being-watched-how-surveillance-amplifies-racist-

https://teseo.unitn.it/biolaw/article/view/1609
https://edoc.coe.int/fr/intelligence-artificielle/9648-a-legal-framework-for-ai-systems.html
https://edoc.coe.int/fr/intelligence-artificielle/9648-a-legal-framework-for-ai-systems.html
https://www.sciencespo.fr/public/chaire-numerique/en/2020/07/09/social-media-and-content-moderation-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://www.sciencespo.fr/public/chaire-numerique/en/2020/07/09/social-media-and-content-moderation-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://larevuedesmedias.ina.fr/les-deepfakes-sont-ils-une-arme-dillusion-massive
https://larevuedesmedias.ina.fr/les-deepfakes-sont-ils-une-arme-dillusion-massive
https://rm.coe.int/prems-167417-gbr-1201-freedom-of-expression-on-internet-web-16x24/1680984eae
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https://www.cairn.info/les-theories-de-la-surveillance--9782200623494-page-161.htm
https://www.cairn.info/les-theories-de-la-surveillance--9782200623494-page-161.htm
https://theconversation.com/being-watched-how-surveillance-amplifies-racist-policing-and-threatens-the-right-to-protest-dont-call-me-resilient-ep-10-transcript-167523


policing-and-threatens-the-right-to-protest-dont-call-me-resilient-ep-10-
transcript-167523 

• Y. Nabat et E. Verdon, Proposition de loi sur la reconnaissance faciale : un pas 
de plus vers la surveillance généralisée ?, The Conversation, 
2023,https://theconversation.com/proposition-de-loi-sur-la-reconnaissance-
faciale-un-pas-de-plus-vers-la-surveillance-generalisee-207677 

 

Lesson 7 
 

• M. F. De Tullio, The boundaries of democratic community in a free trade order: 
the case of the Internet Law, Nomos, 2020, 
https://repository.uantwerpen.be/desktop/irua 

• O. Pollicino. G. De Gregorio, Constitutional Democracy, Platform Powers and 
Digital Populism, Constitutional studies vol. 8, 2022, 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4185835 

• B. Flanigan, P. Golz, Fair algorithms for selecting citizens’ assemblies, Nature, 
2021, https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03788-6 

• M. Gorny, I-voting opportunities and threats. Conditions for the effective 
implementation of Internet voting on the example of Switzerland and Estonia, 
Political Science Review, 2021, https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-
detail?id=945734 

 

Lesson 8 
 

• A. Garapon, J. Lassègue, Justice Digitale, PUF, 2018, 
https://www.cairn.info/revue-interdisciplinaire-d-etudes-juridiques-2018-2-
page-395.htm 

• P. Rubim, Paths to Digital Justice: Judicial Robots, Algorithmic Decision-
Making, and due Process, Cambridge Un. Press, 2020, 
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/asian-journal-of-law-and-
society/article/paths-to-digital-justice-judicial-robots-algorithmic-
decisionmaking-and-due-process/0E7D8BE3245293B7D9678B5401FD50B3 

https://theconversation.com/being-watched-how-surveillance-amplifies-racist-policing-and-threatens-the-right-to-protest-dont-call-me-resilient-ep-10-transcript-167523
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https://theconversation.com/proposition-de-loi-sur-la-reconnaissance-faciale-un-pas-de-plus-vers-la-surveillance-generalisee-207677
https://theconversation.com/proposition-de-loi-sur-la-reconnaissance-faciale-un-pas-de-plus-vers-la-surveillance-generalisee-207677
https://repository.uantwerpen.be/desktop/irua
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=4185835
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03788-6
https://www.ceeol.com/search/article-detail?id=945734
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	QCM: Off
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	QCM2: Off
	Description: Leadership and oppositional discourses in populist online communication 

The course addresses the unique features of the populist online communication in some of Europe’s most important populist parties and leaders It will do so by employing an interdisciplinary approach, based on methodologies drawn from Politics, Communication Studies and Discourse Analysis which will be offered to students in an accessible, non-specialist way. Classes will focus especially on two right-wing parties in Italy and France (respectively, Fratelli d’Italia - Brothers of Italy - and Rassemblement National - National Rally), which are particularly relevant in the European political arena due to their remarkable success and the leadership of two women, Giorgia Meloni and Marine Le Pen, who stand out in the male-dominated political arena of the right.
The course is structured along two key threads. First of all, it will look at the extreme polarization of populist politics and discourse, which has been rising dramatically in western democracies. Populism is grounded on an oppositional idea of society, based on an us/them cleavage, which in right-wing populism also includes some form of nationalism. Importantly, populist leaders claim to represent the will of the people, which makes their role and unmediated contact with the electorate essential. In this context, the potential of the web 2.0 and the social media is pivotal, as it provides populist leaders with the ideal environment for a direct contact with the audience. 
The course will also discuss how multimodal resources are employed in populist messages (posters, social media texts, political manifestos, etc.) and why they are so successful.  Online communication is inherently multimodal, i.e. it uses and mixes both verbal messages and visual resources such as photos, images, etc. Discourse analysis and multimodal analysis can provide the relevant tools for a critical reflection on contemporary political communication, with a particular focus on how a variety of visual and textual resources contribute to convey implied subtexts and meanings. By drawing also upon social semiotics, the course will provide a practical application of different methods of multimodal analysis, with interactive activities on authentic texts from the populist parties under examination. The overall aim is to help students to develop their ability to recognise the ways in which ideological implications are disseminated in political discourse through a variety of semiotic resources. 

	bibliographie: Bibliography
BALDRY, A., & THIBAULT, P. J. (2006). Multimodal Transcription and Text Analysis. London: Equinox Publishing Ltd.
COMBEI, R. C.  & REGGI, V. (forthcoming, 2023). Appraisal, Sentiment and Emotion Analysis in Political Discourse: A Multimodal, Multi-method Approach. New York and London: Routledge.
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